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PREFATORY NOTE. 

—:C=-=:— 

rflHE following Memorandum on the Bn dd hist remains near K as i alias been prepared 
^ at the desire of Sir Antony MacDonnefl, Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces, who requested me to visit Kasia, and submit proposals for the 
conservation of the monuments existing there. In accordance with His Honor’s 
wishes I devoted three days at the end of January, 1896, to a minute examination of 
the Buddhist remains near Kashi and of the surrounding country. When I went out 
there I shared the belief so confidently expressed by the late* Sir Alexander Cunning¬ 
ham that the remains near Kasia represent the ancient Knganagara, where the founder 
of the Buddhist religion died. Study of the local facts quickly convinced me that the 
site of Kuganagara is not at or near Kasiii. 

The true site yet remains to be discovered. Although it is at present beyond my 
power to determine precisely the site of Kuganagara, I venture to think that the 
following pages conclusively demonstrate the negative proposition that the remains 
near Kasia have no concern with the famous little town where the great master passed 
away, and the “ Eye of the world” closed in death. The failure to establish a positive 
conclusion is to be regretted, but the destruction of error is the first step towards the 
attainment of truth; and the discovery of the true site of Kuganagnra will be made 
easier by the refutation of the erroneous theory which has been generally accepted for 
many years. 


V.A.S. 
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THE REMAINS NEAR KASIA, 

IN THE 

GORAKHPUR DISTRICT, 

TEE REPUTED SITE OF KUCANAGARA OR KUCINARA, TEE SCENE OF BUDDHA S DEATH. 

T—INTRODUCTORY. 

The identification of Kashi with Ku^nnagara, or Kuginara * 1 , the Beene of the death 
of the founder of the Buddhist religion, has been generally considered for many years 
past to be an established fact. When Sir Antony MacDonnell recently asked me if I 
considered the identification certain, I felt no hesitation in replying that I believed it to 
be correct, and when I went out to Kasia at the end of January 1S9G, to arrange for 
the conservation of the interesting remains there, I fully believed that the question 113 
to the identity of Kasin and Kuysinagnra had been set at rest by the excavations and 
investigations of Sir Alexander Cunningham and his assistant Air. A. C. Carlleyle. 

Much to my surprise and dissatisfaction, a study of the remains on the spot has 
convinced me that Kasis cannot possibly be the site of Ku^anngara, or Kucmara, and 
that the identification which has been generally accepted as established truth, is largely 
based upon misstatements of fact and fallacious reasoning. Since my visit to Kasia 1 
have learned that Dr. Waddell, the well-known authority on Lamaist Buddhism, inde¬ 
pendently arrived several years ago at the conclusion that Cunningham s identification 
of Kasi& with Kueauagara cannot be supported'. 

Before entering on the controversy as to identification it will be convenient first to 
describe accurately the remains near Kashi as they now exist, and secondly to describe 
the ancient city of Kueanagara, or XufinSrf, so far as the available documents permit. 
I propose to conclude my observations by recommendations for the conservation and 
further excavation of the extant remains, which, though not on the site of Kurnruigam, 

"Kttiii, lb* iiwdqitmrfeflr* of * t&Mkliicm* it & mull tew* ra*t of 05r*kbpw% BmI gitet ihc folio*ini? 

fflrmti Tur tjri slme of tDd towfl wl™ lIsiddhA died : — Knrffi&cirl, Ka^iaagiari, Kuoanag^ni, Ku Cuprum alt a aid Kteduira 
(BudHhiti Ararrfi of ft# KFfitln. lF<ir«, ll f Bl). ^ 

■J>r* WiidflU’4 vfews Arc cxproAKd la a letter dated l&h ilAftli 1S93* cyiiimnulc&lod to mw by Dr* lloey, 
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are nevertheless interesting memorials of the past and well deserving of preservation and 
thorough exploration 1 . 
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II.—TEE REMAINS NEAR KASIA 

The ruins near Kasia were first noticed by Buclmrmn-Ha wilton, who visited the 
place in or abou t 1810 A. D,, and recorded a brief description, which was subsequently 
published by Mr. Montgomery Martin in Eastern India * 1 . 

In 1837 they attracted the attention of Mr. D. Liston, who published an indepen¬ 
dent short description in the Journal (f the Asiatic Society of Bengal?. 

Sir Alexander Cunningham’s visit took place during the cold season of 1861-62, 
and Mr. Carlleylc's excavations and restorations were carried on during the years 
187577. _ 

Since the dose of Mr. Carlleyle’s operations Dr. Hoey has effected some small 
clearances. 

The extant ruins near Kasia all lie to the south of the Gorakhpur road, and 
may be arranged in six groups, as follows 

(1) an isolated massive brick HUpa, known ns Leviathan, or Ramabhar 
Bhawanl, situated on the western edge of the Ramnbhar Tfd, nearly 
a mile from KasiS, in an almost exactly south-western direction ; 

{2) a very smalt mound of ruins, a short distance to the north-east of 
the village Anrudhwa (alias Amrudhwa, or Anraudlia), and about 
half a mile from the RiLninbhnr stUpa, a little to the west of 
south-west; 

(3) the great mound, known as MtitJuJ Kuar ka Kof, or the Fort of Mstha 
Kuar, including the rains of a large stSpa, the temple with the colossal 
recumbent image of the Dying Buddha, a monastery, and many 
subsidiary buildings. This great mound lies about 1,600 yards west- 
north-west from the Jtamabhar ttupa 

(4J a colossal statue of the seated Buddha situated about 1,100 feet from 
the great stilpa of the Kot in a south-westerly direction. The 
foundations of the small temple which enshrined this statue still exist 
to the east of the image. This colossal statue is known locally as 
Mitt Eiu Kuar, and gives its name to the adjoining mound of ruins ;* 

{5) the remains of a brick enclosing wall. This wall has been for the most 
part dug up by the cultivators, but can be distinctly traced on the 
west as far north as a point opposite the western end of the Kot, and 

^ntgNmierj MrirtEn, IlhtQry* Antfjmi!***, Slatutie* qfEa§t*rw Indies —Thfra Tolnm^Sro.., London, 

I'rtSi. flu*work, itiici wii printed Rti r Hand] E>m"a infinitwript Go]tactioni a »ai publUbiid by Mr, Martin 

yndflr hli own Ulciit 1 , Tbo antice at Kulji (Xarijra) will be found-at page JJE7 of YoL 1L Plate ^ (i, B, C) gii» a n^tigh 
tketeh on a fiulll irale of Lb< MiMii Ititir tjumnd ; and plate # (O) give* a good driwisg of the coloatl sealed iitotiio of ^al3.i 
EnUi 

1 Jflpfir# fl/ a cofojfaJ AU^SrlU ro P Znotc* ly ikf naifi* o/ Jl/afu JfrtinTj tUwated mtar £kifi'fl 
Sidotva. Evrfir* Birina* of OmhApur JK*triH T - By L). Litton R-j. tJowfW, jriaii* Jane, 1937, V&Iqics 

VJ, m» V77-470.) Jame# Frin*p at emeu tdcsttilcd tine eolumtl icalcd imngi? aa«£#of BuiEdlu- 

^Tb* word l/aWiT cannot miftati 11 dcfl4/ J aft roppd by CtnminglHii] T wbu tfnntbtoi the lata.] Dim? of the 

monument « H+ Tba Brad Frbe*." Ho etrtlflra that the spelling JfdfAd ii correct* (£t*p*rii v l r ffl) Mr- H, Bum* C,9, 

tLc Sub diri«fall*l ofilctf, iurnnBifflf tbftt the erdsuify fpc-lling 1 ll Math* Hoar {UTOf but tint the ptfriri Mad 

QHliQltgtk pefor ihs spellEn^ Muhtbi The iCOWriibcnt ilafrio hat now nctivtX ibd focal name of Budbu Kfoir. 

* of Buddha* Alttangli thfl local people write the werd Knar with Ihc a a die Ira, tht actual tauliaUfiq h thi 

jauftfljti-fl, o! which ibe*%a la KcOrdSn^y uaed throoffbuot* 
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on the south to a point distant 380 feet from the colossal seated statue. 
The western wall is 520 feet west of that statue. 

(6) a number of loiv earthen mounds or barrows, known locally as Bhimu- 
unit, scattered over the plain to the north and east of the Kot, 

The Inst three items in the above list may be disposed of in few' words. 

The colossal image of the seated Buddha (No. 4} is a well-executed mediaeval 
work, and is described ns follows by Cunningham ;— 

“ The statue, whldl is mailt of tlic dark blue stone of Gayi, k split into two pieces from top 
(O bottom, and is otherwise tuudi injured. The short inscription on its jiedestal has been almost worn 
out by the villagers in eharponing their tools, but the Few letters which remain arc sufficient to show 
that the statue Is not of oldor date tlmn die 11th or 12th century. The figure itself k colossal, and 
represents Buddha, die ascetic, seated under the Bodki tree at Buddha liny a. Tlio w hole sculpture 
is 101 feet in height by feet in breadth. The height of the figure atone in 5 feet inches, tho 
breadth across the shoulders being 3 feet SJ inches, ami aeross the knees 4 feet 5 inches." * 

It would be more correct to say that the statue represents Buddha seated under 
the Bodhi tree alter he had attained the rank of Buddha, and had done with austerities?. 
The work shows him attended by Pud timpani and other celestial beings, and is a good 
example of mediaeval art, 

Mr. Carl ley le, in 18*3-76, excavated the mound cast of the image, mul laid bare 
the feundat iocs of a small brick temple, containing tho remains of a brick pedestal 
against the western wall on which the statue had apparently once rested. Outside tho 
w alls of the temple Mr, Carlleylo found a large slab of black stone with an inscription 
in characters supposed to date from the eleventh century A,D, 

The inscription, which was imperfect, is said to have begun with the words— 

Om. Na,mti Jiiuldhdi/a t namd Buddhdya hhiirum, 

Mr, Carlleyle, as usual, docs not inform his readers wlmt was done with this 
inscription. His reports note a considerable number of interesting objects os found at 
Kasia, but rarely indicate liow they were disposed of. They are not in the Indian 
Museum, Calcutta. {See post, p. 2a.) 

Buddhism, long alter it was extinct in moat parts of India, continued to flourish 
in the dominions of the Pila kings of Manadtm, which extended from Benares to the 
mouths of the Ganges, It is impossible to say at exactly what date Buddhism finally 
disappeared from Eastern India, but it probably had some votaries as bite as A.D, 
13Q0 or even U0Q- ; and certainly had a large number of adherents during tho 
eleventh and twelfth centuries. 

Dr. Hoey found a Buddhist inscription, dated (Yikraiua) Smiivat 1176 ( = A.D. 

1119-20J at Set, the reputed site of Qrivaatt 3 

Other indications of a Into survival of Buddhism near Kasia will be noticed 
subsequently. 


J ^rrAuruJfljiCTif i'uppflf ^tp0ri r VuIhluc Ip |H^ti 73* 

^^#1 V^l, XVtit p. 



1 FnTd tfjTUUty til Migid&ft 
, Asiatic iwiffy, for 

Id. ( I.iivis it aLmsig luipK'ioci 

^ ( „ J ■ -- -1—— - -— forty 'north-wait of Sel- 

£L, {whetmiSetJ. .Du jMur phee. hI.Il-Ii k Omndhlj rrput«I to Ik tin, iile of *UI proboblj pnvrc to bm 

1 ; ■! H, from tllnrLfy, JfejnaJ tj pv 347.> Chard* U fcricity 

i.*--vr»t.*4. 1 R «■ f /HrnjrfteM^rA.: S»*ik'\\’*ifrr» f/griWfi -sad Owdh, nut SS9. I’ur tho correct) 

•.ikitr Set, kc Jlocjr m J. Ja. See, ii, ml. lor IMS, extra number, up, 4 ■■ill t 

••ruvwt Mitt* Swicfjf, Anjat, forlMC, i’*rt 1. Eitra So , jugo 57, 
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The brick wall enclosing on the west and south the grounds in which the 
Kdt and the image of the seated Buddha are situated has been mentioned by Carl ley I e 
(Reports, XVIII, 96). 

The Bhimmat barrows {not Bhtmdwal, as in Reports, I, 79) are certainly 
very ancient sepulchres. Cunningham counted twenty-one of them, and opened 
three without result. Carlloyle counted nearly fifty, and found traces of sepulture in two. 1 
It is impossible to fix their date, but they probably are to be referred to very remote 
times, and may be the reason for the sanctity of the locality, and its selection as the 
site of the Buddhist monuments. These barrows are very inconspicuous, being small 
mounds varying from three to six feet in height, and from twelve to twenty-five feet 
in diameter, 

A t Lauriya-Xavandgarh, about fifteen miles north-north-west of Bettiah (which 
Dr. Waddell supposed to be the site of Kupanagara), similar, though much larger, 
barrows exist. A skeleton enclosed in a metal coffin was found on opening one of 
these barrows. (Cunningham, Reports, I, page 70, plate XXIV.) 

The Ramabhar stupa when examined by Cunningham in 18GI-62 stood 49 
feet above the level of the fields, Cunningham attempted to excavate the stupa, 
but was stopped by the roots of a large banyan tree. Some years later a district 
officer (Mr. Lumsden, I believe) made a huge excavation, splitting the building 
from top to bottom. Nothing was found except a 11 number of so-called seals of burnt 
day or terra-cotta.” - 

This stOpa is undoubtedly an ancient one. Cunningham found at its foot the 
remains of a miniature stiipa, about 1feet in diameter, the bricks of which were 
17J; inches in length. Bricks of such dimensions are a certain indication of high 
antiquity. I did not notice the remains of the miniature stupa, and they probably 
disappeared long ago. The Ramabhar stiipa is quite isolated, and I ascertained that 
there are no traces of buildings having ever existed near it. The building appears 
to have been one of the numerous memorial towers erected to commemorate some 
incident in the sacred history, and not a relic tower. 

The littlo mound of ruins to the north-cast of the village of Anrudhwa has 
been sadly misdescribed by both Cunningham and Cnrlleyle, Cunningham writes 

■u fctueen the Fort of Mftthfi Ku« aud the great stipa on the R&mabhU Jbll, there is a low 
wound of brick ruins about 500 feet square, which is said to have been a kdt or fort, and to which 
jio name is given; hut, as it lies clo.4C to the village of Anrudhwa on the north-east [misprinted 
1 north-west 1 ], it way be called the Anrudhwa wound. There Is nothing now left to show the 
nature of the buildings which ever stood on this site ; but front the square shape of the rums, it way 
1* conjectured with some probability that they must bo the remains of a monastery. There are 
three fine piped trees now standing on thr wound." (JSepnrfs, I, page 79.) 

Three pages bier Cunningham repeats the erroneous assertion that the ruined 
mound “5s about 500 feet square,” and, silently abandoning the monastery theory, decides 
that the mound must he “ the site of the palace of the Mull inn kings.” His plate 
XXVI shows the mound ns a square “ fort" with well-marked elevated sides, each 
side according to the scale being about 700 to 800 feet. 

l E*p«rit, XVII t, P4, 

1 Rt'$ort* Y 1> paj^ 77 j XVlII* page 75, 
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Carlleyle (Reports, XV! II, Q2) points out that this mound is more than S00 
feet distant from the village, and not only 500 as shown in Cunninghama nmp, and that 
the dimensions are ** much less than General Cunningham’s estimate.* Actual men* 
surement gave the length of the eastern and western sides as 170 feet, and that of the 
northern and southern sides as about 115 feet each. These figures would give an area 
of 2,160 square yards, but even this calculation is excessive. The mound is in reality an 
utterly insignificant little heap of ruins composed of small bricks of no great age, 
situated in No. 231 of the Cadastral Survey map, of which the urea is 4 hiitiaus 16 
bisimn&U, that is to say, less than quarter of an acre. 

It is absolutely impossible that this trivial little mound, which most people would 
pass without seeing it, could have been either a monastery or a palace. 

The villagers say that it was occupied by Bflfljaras, an explanation of old ruins 
often given in this part of the country, and probably correct in this instance. 

Cunningham makes another blunder in saying that this mound lies between the 
Ramabhfir stupa and Maths Khars Kdt, It realty lies about 500 feet south of 
the line connecting those buildings, I cannot believe that Sir Alexander Cunningham 
personally visited this little mound. If he had, it would not have been possible for him 
to misrepresent the facts so completely. This unfortunate accumulation of misstate * 
mentfi about the Anrudhwa mound has played a large part in the identification of" Kasisi 
with Ku^anagara. 

I now come to the description of the principal and most interesting mass of ruins, 
the so-called fort, or kvf, of Maths Knar, 

Tins mound, which is situated in metttxa Bishanpura, measured, when examined by 
Cunningham in 1361-112, in length about GOO feet from north-west to south-east, and in 
breadth from200 to 300 feet. (Reports, l, 77). Carllcyle, fourteen or fifteen years later, 
found that the great mound had been considerably encroached upon and diminished 
(ibid, XVIII, 8G), The total length now is about 500 feet, more or less. 

The large scale plan drawn by Mr. Abdul Cham, tahsildar of Peoria, shows the 
relative position of the various buildings traceable in the mound 1 . Mr. Carlleyles 
plates V and VI in Volume XVIII and HI in Volume XXII of the Reports, may also 
be consulted. Cunningham’s rough sketch in plate XXVII of Volume I is useless. 
A similar rough sketch is given iu plate II of Eastern India. 

The eastern end of the kot consists of an almost detached mound (C), which 
seems to me to have probably been the site of a brick temple. A flight of stairs near 
the north-western comer is still distinctly traceable.* 

Immediately west of this mound is the great stupa, resting on a double plinth. 
The cast side of the lower plinth, according to Car)leyle (Report*, XVIII, Go) measured 
32 feet iu length, and the height of the plinth from'the original level of the ground 
varied from four to four and n-half feet. 

This lower plinth projects three feet eight inches beyond the upper plinth, the 
height of which, according to Mr. Carlleyle, varies from four feet two Inches to five feet 
six inches. 


I Plait, Til* SU*P W 1 I dim to the ml* tf 8 feet to the inch, tnH liM been ™Ju <*4 to (he KStle #f 32 f«t. 
’ Tlii* wound La very iocomctly ilfthntal ic Cwlttyle'a pint Ill of Volume XXII of the Brporli, 
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The double plinth was constructed to carry two buildings, namely, the great stupa 
to the cast, and the temple enshrining the colossal statue of the Dying Buddha to the 
west 

The buildings were approached on the western side by an upper and a lower 
flight of stairs. 

The north-western portion of the mound was occupied by extensive quadrangular 
buildings, almost certainly a monastery. 

The foundations of several other minor buildings are also traceable, but consider¬ 
able excavation would be required to render a detailed description or delineation of them, 
possible. 

The incomplete excavations carried out by different people during the last thirty- 
five years have reached the original level in only a few places. Enough 1ms been 
exposed to show that the plinth of the great stupa and temple was erected in a court 
crowded with small votive brick stupas of various dimensions. This court was in part 
certainly, if not throughout, paved with brick and concrete. 

The five small stupas (Nos. 1 to 5) were exhumed by Mr, Carlleyle, and are shown 
in his plan (plate V of Reports, Volume XVIII). The group of seventeen little stupas 
{E) at the north-east Corner was excavated by Dr, Iloey. Only one of these is shown 
iu Carlleyle's plan. Several stupas flanked the stairs to the west. One of these (Xo. 7) 
is nearly 13 feet in diameter. 

The great stupa itself has been pretty well extricated from the rubbish which long 
concealed the greater part of the building, and the circular neck is now fully exposed 
and easily accessible by n little clambering. No trace of the pilasters noticed by 
Mr. Carlleyle (Reports, XVIII, 79) now remains. 

The diameter of the base of thedttfpa is about 53 feet (5Sj according to Carlleyle) 
and the height of the topmost point of the ruined core of the dome was about 53 feet 
above the original ground level in 1875. It is now somewhat less, because Mr, Carlleyle 
removed some bricks at the top to prevent risk of damage to the temple, which he 
calls the temple of the Nirvana. He estimates that the total height of the building 
when complete ‘‘did not exceed 150 feet” {ibid, page 80). Cunningham (Reports, I, 77) 
thought that the total height of the stupa above the plain had not exceeded 85 feet, 
Mr. Abdul Orhani guesses the original elevation to have been about 100 feet. Tho 
estimate of 150 feet is certainly a great exaggeration. 

There is no doubt that the stupa, the ruins of which are now standing, is a 
reconstruction of a much older building. This fact was perceived by Cunningham 
(I, 77), and is fully demonstrated by Carlleyle (XVIII, 74), w ho found “ huge bricks, 
ornamentally carved with beautiful devices completely hidden in the very’ centre of 
the mass of masonry. 1 ' I also saw some of these bricks embedded in the existing 
tower. Carlleyle Argues with probability from differences in the sizes of the bricks 
used that the stupa has been twice reconstructed, and that the building which we now 
see is the third one erected on the site. He assumes that the earliest structure 
dated from the age of Afoka in the third century B. C. The large size of the oldest 
bricks (about 14 inches in length) indicates that the original structure was of early 
date, though not necessarily as early as Ajoka, That emperor has obtained credit 
for more buildings than any sovereign could possibly have erected 
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The temple (called by Cnrlleylo the temple of the Kin’ana) in which the colossal 
statue of the Dying Buddha is enshrined, stands on the same plinth as the stfrpa and 
at a distance of about 13 feet to the west or it. The story of the discover* of the 
colossus buried under a mass of rubbish fallen from the ruined stiipa is told by Curl ley I e 
(AV1II, 57). That gen tie i nan rebuilt the temple mid restored the statue at an 
expense to himself of about Rs, 1,200 (XXII, 24). 

The temple consists of an oblong chamber, just large enough to contain the 
statue and its pedestal, with enormously thick walls. The entrance faces west, and 
is approached through an antechamber. When the temple was excavated the walls 
though much damaged, were found standing The roof had been crushed in, but suffi¬ 
cient traces of it remained to show that it was a pointed arch constructed in the Hindu 
manner with bricks set on edge. Carlleyle, following these indications, reconstructed 
the roof, and inserted windows in the north and south ends. H e also erected a tiled 

roof over the antechamber, which has disappeared. The roof of the temple is still in 
tolerably good repair. 

The statue when discovered was broken into many fragments. The material is 
said to be sandstone. Carlleyle recovered as many fragments as possible, and when 
fragments were not available, he did not hesitate to make up the deficiencies with stones 
and Portland cement. He also painted and coloured the statue, and ultimately left 
it in his opinion, "perhaps ev*en better than ever it was" (XVIII, 58, XXII, 18), 
tt ithmthe last two or three years Burmese pilgrims have covered the whole imaoo 
from head to foot with gold leaf. 

I he sitightisan, or pedestal, on which the image lies, was repaired with equal 
liberality. Three small human figures are carved on the east side of the pedestal facing 
the entrance, and below them is an inscription in two lines, about which Carlleyle 
printed much nonsense (XVIII, 59), An ink impression was submitted to Dr, Fleet, 
who has published the following correct account of the record 

‘’The inscription b Mow the figure of a man, silting in a squatting position, on The lower part 
of the western side of the pedestal of a colossal stone stiitne of Buddha, reeunilwdi, In the act of attaining 
mn'ifflrt, whirh was found by Mr. Cnrlleylo in the tours a of excavations in n l flTge mound of ruim 
at this village [Kami]. 

The writing, which covers a space of about V 3f' bread by 2}' high, ia In a .state of very good 
preservation, except that tin) name of the sculptor Is portly illegible in line 2. The avttage size of 
Ihe letters is about -rj*. The diameters belong to the northern class of alphabets. The language is 
Sanskrit; and the whole inscription is in prose. The Orthography present nothing calling for TOnark 

The inscription docs not refer Itself to the reign of any king, and is not dated ; on pakcgraphienl 
grounds, however, it may be allotted to about the rad of the fifth century A.D, It h i Buddhist 
inscription ; and the object of it Is to record the gift, by a mo kdvihu romi nrin named HaribnJa, of 
tliu figure below which it is engraved. 


TEXT, 

1- Hifpt -ilka a sit mn/ni fiha min 3 llari hal<i$ya + 

2 - Pt'ati 41 m, gh-0.tit# Dini **, 7114 (/) 

Tbanslation. 

£ This (is) the appropriate religious gift of the mahtivihuraw&min Hnribak* Ami this 
image has boen fashioned by Dine - (?) J n 1 


\ I***riptiQiu {C*rp*t Jjurr. iW^ YqI. Hi 
xnn, 0Cl>> bflt, M Uttulp ineomcUy, 


i p. 272 s No, G9 j Ffrtc XL, Cirlley^ to print FLeci'v 


veraion 
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It is quite possible that this inscription may bo as early as A. D. 400. The 
technical term mah&vih arasvamm may be translated Abbot or Superior. 

Carlleyle has given a number of minute measurements ( Reports ., XVIII, 99—101). 
I quote the principal measurements of the temple and recumbent colossus. 



Temple, 


Ft. 

In. 

1. 

Outer length at base, north and south 

'life 

47 

3 

2. 

„ breadth „ north eml 

4 ft* 

32 

0 

3. 

„ m I, south „ ... 

# i ff 

31 

6 

4. 

Thickness of well 

ft## 

9 

9 

5. 

Inner length of chamber 

B ■ I 

30 

3 

a 

tl breadth „ 

III 

11 

B 


A ntechamber or Vestibule. 




i. 

Outer length ... ... 

4 4 ft 

35 11 

% 

„ width ... 

I B P 

14 

1 

3, 

Thickness of wall 

about 

5 

0 

4. 

Inner length ... 

* p ft 

36 

3 

o. 

„ width ... ... 

i si 

10 

7 


Recumbent Colossus. 




1. 

Length of pedestal 

* ■ p 

23 

9 

2. 

Width „ 

fit 

5 

6 

3. 

Length of statue ... ... 

ill 

20 

0 


A brick bench, fourteen inches in height, said to be part of the original structure, 
runs along the inside of the front and end walk of the antechamber. 

The temple is adorned on the outside with a terra-cotta cornice, or moulding, which 
is in its original position, about 4| feet from the floor. 

Some sculptures (including a Buddha from Rudrapar, with an imperfect mediae¬ 
val inscription ; see Reports, XVIII, 49) are collected at the entrance. A slab, 
measuring about 2^X 1J", covered with very peculiar symbols, is let into the ante¬ 
chamber wall at the left side of the temple entrance. It is said to be in its original 
position. 
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III.—KUQANAGARA. 


I shall not attempt In this paper to settle affirmatively the question as to the site 
of Kufsnsgara. I believe tlmt the question is ripe, or very nearly ripe, for settlement, 
and hope that a final and satisfactory decision will soon be attained. 

At present I propose to go into the question only so far as is necessary for the 
criticism of the generally accepted theory that Ka^ia represents Kuganagara. 

I have described the remains which now exist near Kasia, And now proceed to state 
the known facts concerning the topography of the ancient town of Ku^anagara. 

Our principal authority is the celebrated, learned, and accurate Chinese traveller 
Hiuen Tsiang, who visited the spot between A. D. 630 and 64(1, 

He describes the stupa built over the cinders from the funeral pyre of the Buddha, 

and proceeds to say :— 

« From this, going north-cast through a great forest, along adangcroiw and difficult mad where 
wild oxen and herds of elephants and robbers and htintcre cause incessant trouble to travellers, after 
leaving the forest we come to the kingdom of Km-shi-naki’e-lo (Ku?inagani). 1 

The capital of this country is in ruins, and its towns and villages waste and desolate. I lie J A 
foundation walls of the old capital are about 10 ti in circuit [t.e., If mile]. There are few inhabi¬ 
tants, and the avenues of the town are deserted and waste. At the north-east angle of the city gate 
is a ttipa which was built by Aytiko RAjp. * * This is the old home of Cnnda (Oum-t'o}; in the mid¬ 
dle of U is a well which was dug at the time when he was about to make his offering (fo Buddha}. 
Although it has overflown for years anil months, the water is still pure and sweet 

To north-west of the city 3 or 4 fc [i* f * to } mile], crossing the Ajitavati (* O-shi-to-fa-til 
river, on the western bank, "fit far, we como to a grove offiila trees- The fala tree m Like the kub 
tree, wilh a greenish whits hark, and leaves very glistening and smooth. * 

111 this wood are four trees of an unusual height, which indicate the place where Tathagatn died. 
There is here a great brick th/tdra in which is a figure of the iVm'aat* ot 1 atliigntn, J le is 
Iving with his head to the north aa if asleep. By the ride of this vihara is a eiipa built by A^ku 
Uaia ; although in a ruinous state, yet It is some 200 feet in bright. Before it is a stone pillar to 
rcrord the iVirranrt of Tothagntu ; although there i» an inscription on it, yet there is uo date as lo 


year or month « # * . 

By the side of the vitrei, and not Far from it is a dtp*. This denotes the place where 
B»d hi saliva, when practising a religious life, was born as the king of a Hock of pheasants , . , This 


jiffliK* is still tailed “ the &xtingnislLing fire &t$pa. * * - ^ 

Bv tlie ride of this, not far off, is a BtijM . On the spot Bodhisattva, when practising a religion 

life, lieing at that time a deer, saved (or rescued) living creatures ... 

To the west of this place, not far off, is a stupa. This is where Subhodra (Sliendifcn) died («<tend 
Nirvana) .... Beside the {stvpa of) Suhhadra’s Nirvana is a flttytf ; this is the plow where 
the Vajrap&ni fell faulting on the earth , . The Mallus, with their diamond mates [wtjre] . . . 

fell prostrate on the earth . . . By the ride where the diamond (mMe-Ldtters) fell to the earth 

is a s{ipa. This is the place w here for seven days after Buddha had died they offered religion* 

•The dittos™, it Wil) bo obftroM, it calculated lo the kingdom, sot In Ibc capital. 

*Ibt Lift liu r—- Within ll*n citj at n«tt.-niL trig)* it a Mpa IniiSt by Afokn-rija 0» tWft nf U» aid hotu* of t inda. 
•The fikorral* tn* (tflfH, i* lh* well- known t™li*r tre®, the *51 or tilru [Sparta robots), .till abundant 

is the GflnJ.bj.nr forr-ta. la Lh, UJ, ll« dirt.™ ii t«P>^ «flight], irnn.Thro* Or tomli* !* 

i h'Uo'jWi (Ajitavati) rin,. Act far Ircmth* of lU « «»U>* 

(B«j| Life Zitaaj, f . 
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offeringa . . . . ..To the north of the city, after (rowing the river, ami going 300 pace, or so, 

tUm is * This is the place when thro burnt thu hody of Tathilgatu . . , Pussimr 

the golden river (Ein-ho) to the north, they filled the coflm up with rented oil, Ac," , , , R v t f, e 
Side of the piece of Cremation is a stipa; here Tklhfigatu, for K^vajm’S bate, revealed his fat . ‘ , 

Ry the side of the place where he showed bis feet i.< a stipa built by AjSta Raja. This is the 

plfue when the eight kings shared the relics. In front is a stone pillar on which is written mi account 

or Hues event . , * t 

To the south-west of the relic-dividing ipt, going 200 li or so [i. about 34 miles], we come 
to a great village; here lived a Brahman of eminent wealth and celebrity , 

Going ~y00 U [i. e., about 84 miles] through the great forest, wc come to the ki ngdom of PVlo- 
m-tw (EaniTM)- 1 ^ 

Tire Annexed sketch nmp shows In a convenient form the relative position of the 
notable objects described by the traveller. 

The town was a small one, only 10 U, or about If mile In circuit, and conse¬ 
quently little more than half a mile across. This statement of Hinen Tsiang is confirmed 
by the tradition of the protests made by the faithful attendant of Buddha to his selec¬ 
tion of so obscure a place as Kujanagsra for Ids departure from the world. Why, 
he asked, die in a " poor village, this sandhole, this straggling village, this suburb, 
this semblance of a town," when the six great cities of (,Tavasti, S&kcta, Cam pa, 
Varflnaai, Vaisfili, arid Bajugriha were aJl longing for the honour of witnessing the 
departure of the Master ? (Rockhill, Life of the Buddha, page 136.) 

Ihe town, though small and of no account when compared with the magnificent 
royal cities enumerated by Ananda, the ruins of each of which to this day cover many 
miles, was yet encircled with brick walk, and the foundations of these walls and the 
ruined streets could still be traced iu the seventh century of our era. 

The river Ajitavnti (called Hiranyavaii in other books), flowed to the north and 
west of the town. A tope, or stupa (No. 1), built by A$6kn, stood “ at the north-east 
angle of the city gate,” The grove of sal trees in which the Master passed away stood 
to the north-west of the town, at a distance of from half to three-quarters of & mile 
trorn it, across tho river. At, or close to, this grove was the temple of the Nirvana 
containing a statue of Buddha, “ lying with his face to the north, as if asleep.” (No. 2) 
Close to this temple was a great mpa of A$oka(No. 3), which, though ruinous in the 
pilgrim’s time, waa still about 200 feet high. An inscribed stone piIkr(No. 4] was beside 
this great monument, and not far off were two more stupas (Nos. 5 and 6). The stupa of 

Subhadra (No, 7) was to the west, not far off. Two more starts (Nos. 8 and S» wore 
in the samt locality. 

To the north of the city, 300 paces or so beyond the river, a stupa (No. 10) mark¬ 
ed the place of the Master’s cremation, and in the same direction were two more stupas 
(Nos. 11 and 1-), and a second inscribed stone pillar (No* 13), 

The sacred buildings, therefore, faff into three distinct blocks. The first consisted 
of a single edifice, the ancienWSpa of A t -uka to the north-east of the city gate, on the 
out i . ml side uf the rber. T he second group consisting of eight monuments was oo 
ot ilt sidi- ut the li^er^ to the north-west ot the town, and consisted of a great 


«t*Sr to Dm tT thtcilT ‘'*'* a '’I - ’**' 1 llS . "‘••"rv.- that tbedbtuiiei gfr«n U 

h*kt«r {recently iwit'jiilnj u> *** ^ lrll ,V“ tin Cfain>->c pEl^nni*’Ubtanrie* it due tu tilofe 











SKETCH MAP Of KU9AHAGJU1A AS DESCRIBEE BY HIUJEN TSJAEQ, 
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temple or monastery containing a recumbent image, 1 six stiipas, including one of vast 
dimensions, and an inscribed stone pillar. All these structures were near the grove in 
which Buddha died. The third group of buildings stood to the north or the town, 
less than a quarter of a mile across the river, and consisted of three stctyaa and an 
inscribed pillar marking the scene of the cremation. 

The account given by the earlier Chinese pilgrim, Fa-liian, who visited the place 
about A.D. 405, is not nearly so full as that of Hiuen Tsiang, and differs from it in some 
details. An examination of the points of agreement aud difference is instructive, and 
will help the student of the pilgrims’ works to appreciate the value of their topogra¬ 
phical information. 

Fa-hian places Ku$»nagara twelve yojanas to the east of the Charcoal topo, where 
the cinders from the pyre were ensliriued. Hiuen Tsiang gives the bearing as north¬ 
east, not east, but docs not specify the distance along the “dangerous and difficult road.' 
I have no doubt that the bearing given by the later and more observant traveller is the 
more correct, and that Fa-hian used the words "still to the east” very loosely, being 
indifferent whether the bearing was duo east, south-east, or north-east. It is easy to 
prove that this degree of laxity of expression is habitual to Fa-hian. 

The omission of Hiuen Tsiang to specify the distance is probably due to the 
dangers and difficulties of the road in his time, which rendered exact calculation of 
distances troublesome. In Fa-hian’s time the road was probably more open. 

Fa-hian, with his usual indifference to accurate expression of direction, places the 
grove of sal trees where Buddha died on the north of the town, Hiuen Tsiang places 
the grove to the north-west. 

The town, which was almost quite deserted in the seventh century, had Still a 
email monastic population in the fifth, 

“In the city,” says Fa-hian, “ the inhabitants are few and far between, comprising 
only the families belonging to the dillbreut societies of monks.” 

The earlier traveller mentions specifically only live of the notable spots included 
in bis successor’s list. The five are :— 

(1) the scene of Buddha's death ; 

(2) the spot where Subhadra attained to wisdom ; 

(3) the spot where offerings wore made to Buddha i n his coffin for seven days; 

(4) the spot where the Vajrapfim laid aside his golden club ; and 

(5) the spot where the relics were divided. 

These correspond to the grove and the monuments Nos. 2, 7, 8 anti 0 in Hiuen Tsiang "s 
list, and all belong to the north-western group. Fa-hian makes no mention of the 
northern group of buildings, or of the stupa of A^oka north-cast of the city gate. 3 

There is no real discrepancy between the accounts of the two pilgrims. 

*‘Tbe tM-m ritura or tun - v “***“ * 1 ti« A letup!* or a niunju t erj. Hi tun T.Ungf* flaw "* 

grcal brick nhara, in which is u figntc of tin? Jfirv.ni nf Tatbignta" Appears to re ter to ■ temple rather than to u monastery. 
No m on if I try ai Ko^oigm Li ttiitinrtly- mentioned liv Him-n Tiiiiig, tkogli tic earlier Lrarcltor F& liiui in the fifth ocnLcirv 
fuia m3 MrirAdrjJjpro*. or tliU cju *(]□£). ncnl okufUmK by i fin TnonltH. 

-My quoLutioDi arc from (be latent ventcin of E^bfaui’c Trawl*. tb&L of Profcitflr ISStf). (fcON 1 7 fi* 

Thii irmnnUlidfit *lthoHgb lit correcii iu in prtienltn, bo he Kittle tnown t and l* mnetj rfaoLeil. He- 

fere ice if mtially W*de to Mr + HenFs UL-yiiot] Vernon in Volatile ] of Bwldkui Jgraprdp *f TFetUr* ITorEd (Btatou, SSS&i in 
OiinmS Scrk*% In tN? |iM*fC dil&Qtttd jo the Ueit tb* *oiulotu of hath frcbolu* snbiliriiiaUy ifnva. Tho difftf ■ 
eneo if any tnomenL ii thaL Mr. Fk-rt -1 rntn tho name of tie lire? &» IHrmnyivitii where** Profewor 

the naitio ru Nt/mfijin*, anti irmnrka In i note M e%*n foumled, temdi&g to Kilel* even hy 11*4*10 Chwinf [USyen Tsifttaffll, with 
tbi Hinnyinti, Tltich flowii put the city od live According to Kteproth the Chlnote wnhl in tVmin'a Uit it 

nnl in Gtb-flf CLidlifC wort* it i« collet JSfi i-/a l-ii fi, OP SifLi?rnararfj vrbich Li ay body 11100* with JZVnr*y-Q cvl f * 
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TV.—THE SUPPOSED IDENTITY TlF KASlA AND KU A N A G A HA, 

I am now iti a position to examine the arguments which convinced Sir Alexander 
Cunningham, and his Assistant Mr. Carllcyle, that the ruins near Kosia are those of 
the ancient Ku^nongara The identification was made so positively by these authorities, 
and with such an apparent show of reason, that it has been usually accepted w ithout 
demur, and until my visit to Kasia I entertained no doubt on the subject. No one 
could be more surprised th»D I was to find that unprejudiced local investigation proved 
the identification to be imjiossible. 

In 1883 Sir A. Cunningham wrote- —* 

“ Mr. Carllevle 1 # great work of tire mason was the •complete evpfornt Ion of tin? mins at Kadi, 

■which I had already identified with the ancient city of Kudina gam, where Buddha died..By his 

patient and methodical explorations at Kindi Mr. Carl ley lo has fixed its identification beyond all 
doubt. On the west side of the great irfSpa he diwovered the fatuous Nirvana statue of tiuddha, just 
as it was described by the Chinese pilgrim, I [’men Tsiang. Tt is quite certain that tliia statue is the 
same that was seen by the pilgrims, as there is an inscription on the pedestal of the mourning figure, 
beside the couch, of two lines in characters of the Gupta period. The figure is colossal, 20 feet in 
length, and is represented lying on tbe right side with the right hand under the head, and facing to 
file west precisely as descriiicd by I linen Tsuutg. The statue wag enshrined in a vaulted temple, tin 
vault being con-structed lu tin. 1 old Hindu fashion, such as is found in the great temple of Mul nib*! Id 
at Buddha Gaya. In this construction the radiating voussoirs are placed edge to edge, instead of 
face to face. 

Altogether the identifications in this report mutually support each other,, and their positions 
are well sustained by the two fixed points of Kapilavustu on the west and KujmngWH on the east. ” l 

This extremely positive and confident language used by the official head of the 
Archeological Survey naturally carried conviction with it, and lam not aware that 
any doubts as to the identification of Ktisia with Kuyanagara have yet found their way 
into print. 

The argument employed by Cunningham, in the last sentence of the passage above 
quoted, was demolished some years ago. His equally confident identification of Kapil a- 
vastu with the remains ut lihuila in the Basil district is now* universally rejected, and was 
cerlnliily erroneous.- The supposed “ fixed point” of Kapilavastu therefore disappears, 
and with it goes the whole series of identifications of places between Bhoila and Karin 
made by Mr. Catlleyle, which are certaiuly all wrong. The identification of Knsia 
with Ku$anagnra must consequently be proved, if at all, by arguments altogether inde¬ 
pendent of the supposed site of Kapilavastu. 

I cannot now attempt to discuss the geographical position of Kapilavastu and 
Kuijanagara with reference to the fixed points of Qrfivastj, Ynisali, Raj agriha, and 
Benares. That discussion would be of a rather complicated character, and would 

■Canningtiirn'i prcljtoc lo Volume XV1IL of Uw Jnhaelosicvl Start** Ktf orit. being CwHtjk'l &fj>cn* of a Jour i« 
Qvrai r hp*f diitrirt im tftf5-76 am* 1W7G-77. 

Iln 187fl CuJfoW)ti! In the pnrfuee l4> Volume XII &f Xhc R*pari* th. t Hl the tot It of mr eiftinination *lf Um 
mast perfect conviction of tJ*e KSUWJ of Jjr. le'* identification of Hhuilu Til with thi« ilte of HapUhtmIu, tho itmau* 

birthplace or 8akri Mapa." NimibtkM, that uScnli Station reitotl on no «Wt*nUa| -humuSs Sem* vf tH> muoin Ulrich provo 

it to bo nnwDui Wa b*nn twice prints Kj Ur. Ffllirtr. mtluc JnMttclun Jvuijmr, CrirtilLa, JBgft pifeCtf 

bcimf Volume 1 of tbc Arfftapltmtol H#W weriitt and Voljuie XI uf tilt Imperial S*rie4\ *^itin in 3£tmu jncaiai 

AnfiqwiiUe and in the A,-V, ?. Olril, AllilnW^ IS^l, Tliii foliinse u Volume 11 of tuo *Vju 

Imperial Series AUaj wtliCf fCMCEhi may be tuidaced be*tdci UiQUgfnSL bj Ur, Kutimir. 






require much time Bid space. I confine myself ,t prese.it to purely topographical arm- 
81,11 Bttdertake demonstrate that Kaeii cannot possibly represent 

Thoidentifieation was originally suggested by Professor H. H. Wilson, and whoa 

villinafoTr'" 1 !wc h “ fi 7 f -«s Archaa, logical Surveyor in 18G1-62, he was 
’S” 8 t0 M ' e J \ thilt k “ 3 ' 5 D,, b' ht wove to he Ku v »n«gara. After visitino the place 
II. the course Ofthat tour he quickly arrived at the conclusion that the two places must 
he .dent,cal With h,s mraal disregard of philological principles he had " little doubt 
that Kama should be wntten Knsia. with the short" Thin conjecture is, of coarse, of 

V8 '“? “.*" “ J !t »™H I* ditticult to find an example of the chance of 

the leh.nl into the guttural vovret in an accented syllable. The supposed cones- 
pondcuce of Knsia Will, Kuyanegara “both in position and name” is therefore 
^ correspondence in *■ position ” only. The argument a. to position 
S of th rii on C unnmgham s assumed value for the yd/oao, and his intorpre- 

relative positions of Ku.a- 

ind eoat^.T ' “!r d 1 t°" re8 ’ ' lh “* fiction, as I have seid, I will not nowgointo, 
and content myself with rcmark.ag that it is not so simple as Cunningham euptmsed > 

Buddht h!d mtr 01 P VUi * in 1861 62 - lhe recumbent statue of 

Buddha had not been discovered, „„,i the topographical arguments in favour of the 

admit ti t""!- ,h " S ' S Ku ™ 8 TOre Mtretacl ? &*!>'«■ Cunningham had to 

admit that ot the vanoas mm,tbmed by Hiuea Tsinng '‘most h. T / MW (li 

pta,ed. lie attempted to explain (I, 76) this awkward fact l,y suggesting that bricks 

toe Utri .'c"7t ■' prop's, and that changes bad been caused by - inundations of 

acrcd t oPr r T * "* 80mc for "“ r ^ «•* '■»«« flowed dose by the 

sacred buildings of Kufunngura, as there are several old chanaele between the two 

principal masses o! rains, which are still occasionally filled during the rainy season ” » 

Cunningham evidently appreciated the obstacles in the way of the desired identi¬ 
fications caused by the troublesome fade. He acid remarks I „ nil 

wanderings of the Little Gaodak river, it is somewhat diKcult to follow HiuenTdin-h 

^u“nt thmTf fiC “ S "! Kufi, "‘ g * n '-' > (tia indeed difficult, because the pilgrim's 
account, though it agrees with the tacts of Kneih in some particulars is ab'Jtotohr 

irr^onclahle with them in others. Tlmto is no reason ivlujvcr to d™bUbc a^ 

>, 1 men Toang 3 account ot places wi.ioh he personally visited, and when hie account 

is inconsistent with local facta, an identification lamed on an atteumt to force Lho f 
,mo agreement with the account must he rejected. Sir Alexander Cunningham's 
strong prepossession m faTotir of the identification ofKasis with it',, 

fn^of Urn f,d J"H. 09 iU “T T ° f “T"* unoonZ^wisL 

name of the village adjoining the Buddhist ruins near Kashi aTa'diT 7,1 ^rTn l"'* 
saint Aoiruddlia. who took a prominent pari in the obs. mwle j^tor o “ f 
^ofthe name of the village is A ur„dW(wq^, ^„dl hc JSSH^Z^ 

MUetl ml dg 10 M Wimu 

Tttw**of Am^lb.1 tb. ^ “ Co CttonlushAtt'a 
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form and Aniruddha (^^ 3 ) 13 indisputable* I also lieard the lumic pronounced as 
A n rand hit (^RTT'dl). On the new Cadastral Survey maps the name is written Amrau- 
dhfc, with m not n; (’uhV^ij), and some people declare that this form is correct. If 
it is, then the name has nothing to do with Aniruddha. Cunningham did not learn the 
♦>i form of the name, and considered it: — 

u More than probable that tlie village of Anmdhwa must linvo received its uaiue from 
some former memorial of tbo far-sighted Aniruddha, the cousin of Buddha. In Sheet 102 of 
the Indian Atlas the name of tiiis village is spelt Aairoodwa, 'which is more correct than the 
name written down for me by a. Brahman of the place. The existence of this name in the 
immediate vicinity of the ancient mcuitmieuts of Kusii [aic] must I think, add considerable 
weight to all the other evidence in favour of the identification of Kiisia with the ancient 
Ku* in agar a w (I, 84 ). 

The repeated use in this passage of the fictitious name Kusia is a good illustra¬ 
tion of the necessity for caution in reading Cunningham’s works. 

The ruins called Math ft Kiinv kii Hot and the colossal seated image of Buddha, 
called Matin'! Kuar, are situated within the limits of mattxa (townland) Bisanpura, An 
old matt informed mo that long ago the lauds now known ns Bi*sanpura were included 
in AnrudhwiL 

Cunningham at first "conjectured with some probability” that the buildings 
which once stood on the site ol the mound near Anrudhwn village must have been a 
monastery (I, 79). Three pages later he arrived at a totally different opinion. 

" After a long and attentive comparison of all our available information,” 

He writes : — 

I have conic to the conclusion that tbo famous city of Kityinagara must have occupied the site 
of the mound and village of Annulhwft. The ruined mound, which is about 500 feet square, I would 
identify ns the site of the palace of the Maliian kings, which was in the midst of the city, and to |the 
city itself I would assign an extent of about 1,000 feet ou all sides of the palace. This would give a 
square area of 25,500 feet, or nearly half a mile on each side, with a circuit of 10,000 f«t, or nearly 
2 miles, as recorded by Iliueo Tsiang ” (I, S2), 

The mound which on page 79 was u & monastery,” lias become " the palace of 
the Maliian kings ” on page 82. The utterly insignificant and scarcely visible mound 
near Anrudhwa is stated to be 500 feet square. In Plate XXVI a fancy plan of 
this mound is given showing a square fort-like structure including three separate 
eminences, and about 800 feet square according to the scale. Carl ley le (XVIII, 92) 
found the measurements of the mound to be about 170x115 feet, which would give 
an area of 19,550 square feet. The cadastral survey measurement, as already mentioned, 
gives a smaller area, namely, 4| biswas, equivalent to about 10,530 square feet, or less 
than a quarter of an acre. Cunningham’s "square area of 2,500 feet ” is, of course, a 
blunder (500 X 500 = 250,000), 

Cunningham also misrepresented in his plate the position of this ill-used mound, 
which is really about 800 feet north-east of the village {Reports, XVIII, 92), and 
not 500 as shown in the plan. 

This series of extraordinary errors plainly indicates that Sir Alexander Cunning¬ 
ham did not personally examine the Anrudhwii mound. Many of the erroneous 
statements which disfigure his lieporte are due to his unfortunate practice of trusting 
to the observations and measurements of his native staff, without checking them 

5 
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TnE hkmaikb near kasta, gOrakhpue district. 


himwlr. If to had himself Mummed the little mound ncnr Am-udhwa, he must lu.ee 

r™"’* 1 ! ™ bal ;'-' " ot ™j oW. Hint it certainly ™ld not possibly 

aave be$n the site either of a monastery or a pnlaee. 

Hincn Tsiang, in OT about A.D. 635, found the distinct remains of a .rolled city 

eiis ing. ie capital ..f this country” ho observes, “is in ruin.The brick 

foondauon rolls of the old capital are about 10 /. in circuit. There are few inhabitants, 
and the avenues of the town arc deserted and waste.” I examined minutely the site 
end surround,eg. of the village of Anrudhwii, and am able to affirm positively that 
a walled town never at any time existed at or near the village, which presents no 
sign ot antiquity. It is a mere collection of hats. It does not stand on * mound and 
there are no broWn bnek b or pottery, or in fact any signs of ancient habitation, in 
the adjoming fields. It is absolutely impossible that a walled town, which still existed 
in a dilapidated condition m the seventh Century, should have disappeared without 
leaung a mound or a 1 ragment of brick. On every ancient site the fields are full 

country 611 ^ ^ “ “** “ eCes3ariI >* bc above the surrounding 

Cunningham’s plate gives an outline of the “ recorded extent of ancient city,” 

Z *Zf ;° 0U f ° et ° n T! 1 SidC ° f **■ There is no indiU- 

° ^ tcver Existence of buildings round the little mound which he dubbed 

in on/lire V* \ * * i* 1 ** '"T ^ f ' JW 1;roken brb:ks potsherds may be found 

m one direction only as far as about 200 yards from the north-west comer of the little 

mound up to an old well, and that is the only sign of antiquity about Anrudhwa. Ko 

sipisof andent hah,ts lion exist between the mound and the Eamabhar stupa on tin- 

edge of the iaL That monument is absolutely isolated. 

Tb ® that no walled town ever existed at or near Atirudhwft is fatal to the 
identification of the Maths Anar hi Koi with the scene of Buddha’s death 

(Nos WherC Bttddha dl6d ' and monuments 

L T\' ~r / TT"° rat ;^ Q efent ’ t0 tll ° ^ih-west Of the town of Eufnnagarn 
on the far bunk of the Ajitevati river. The hut of Math* Euar is to the north 

Anradhwa, aiitl, if the hot is the scene of Buddha’s death, Anrudhwa must 

theTof Anredtl ^ ^ “** D ° “™ "» «•« « 

ha, ^ correcting several of the blunders in his chiefs description, 

ha, allowed his own imagination free play, and has dreamed that he could seethe 
traces of the (I) city proper or secular city," and (II) « an outer «ty, which mhdit 

be called the monastic or religious city” (Rtpirti, XVIII, 94-9?). AH thatV 
really saw was the old boundary wall of the grounds surrounding the kdf. Hi, 

. secular crty.mhakted by the nobles, the military class, the traders, the artisans 
mid the labourers, and containing the palace of the Mall ian nobles "which is supposed 

1 JUr - U1 r l \ the f outll * ei,st ' antI to bn ' r e commenced at a point about 
’ ■ , ° m ls.s o tie village of AnrudhwA, £cc. t " has not, and never had, any 

existence save in Mr. Oarileylo's imaginative pages. * 

Z: e r UiC<>t tfl i° IUIstakos tbe Reports is tedious, but I must point out that 
____ S f vm ^ botb Cunningham and Carlleyle of the old river channels 

asm are extremely confused and untrustworthy. Certainly there is no channel, 
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not was there ever a channel, between the kot and the village of AnrudhwiL The 
ground between the village and the kot is high. The river Ajituvntl certainly flowed 
between the town of Ku^anagara and the scene of Buddha's death. 

If the other conditions for the identification were fulfilled, it would perhaps bo 
possible, though not altogether easy, to find places in the Mathd JCtktrM Kot for the 
eight monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang as existing near the grove of death. 
But both Cunningham and Corlloyk have to admit that they can find no trace what¬ 
ever of the northern group of four monuments (Nos. II to 13), three stupas and a 
pillar, whicli according to their theory should be traceable between the village of 
Anrudhwfi and the Gorakhpur road. 

As a matter of fact, the only remains in this position are the prehistoric low tumuli 
already described, Mr, Carlieyle counted nearly fifty of these barrows (XVI 1 1, 94) • 
and it is absurd to suggest that while these have been spared, every trace of the 
northern group of monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang has been swept away. Both 
Cunningham and Carlieyle try to give a northern extension to their imaginary town 
by dragging into it the husmi Pokfiar, oil ordinary tank situated about midway 
between Kashi and the Kot. This tank presents no marks of antiquity, and there is no 
reason to suppose that it has any connection with the Buddhist remains. 

Tho various attempts made by both Cunningham and Carlieyle to identify tho 
isolated RiSmabhar stupa, with any of the monuments described by Hiuen Tsiang are 
complete failures. 

Cunningham wished to identify the Kamabhar building with the cremation 
stupa, but also thought that it might possibly correspond to the stupa of Acuka “at 
the north-east angle of the city gate” (I, 84). Carlleyla (XVIII, 90) thought that 
tho Rniuabhnr edifice must be the cremation stupa (page 90), hut on the next page 
changed his mind, and decided that it could not be the cremation stupa, and might 
be tho 1 relic-dividing' stupa. He then proceeded to identify the cremation stupa 
with “a small low sloping round-topped mound, about 50 feet in diameter, with a 
large tree growing on the top of it," which he says he found existing 175 feet north¬ 
east of the mound near Anrudbwu. These wild conjectures are not deserving of 
serious criticism. 

I now proceed to briefly sum up my reasons for maintaining that the remains to the 
south-west of Kasia: are not only not proved to be, but are proved not to be, those of 
the ancient Ku^anagara. 

(1) The existing remains arc not at Ivasia, but at a considerable distance 

from it. There is no reason whatever to suppose that the name 
Kasia has any connection with the name Ku^anagara or Kusiuurjj, 
while there are excellent reasons for supposing that there is no such 
connection; nor have the ruins any necessary connection with the 
modern town of Kashi. 

(2) The value of the yojana is very uncertain, and the interpretation of tho 

evidence as to tho geographical position of Kuynnagara is, both on 
account of tho uncertain value of tho yqjana, and for many other 
_ reasons, a very obs cure problem, 1 

"iMd prcptKHl to dcm0h.tr.Lo th*i Ciwlnjf lo ill gttgnphicol petition K*»iS eannpt pw«% be Ki(HuKi3, 
Uu-pnNf mail bo reiemd fw *nst!itr picMWn, ^ 
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m 


The identification by Cunningham and CarUeyJe of Bhuils in the 

tt i.« h tt ? h “ s been 5 - * b “ —• 

1 he identifications of placea between Kapilavaatu and Kura- 

the orm 7 0 * **“ Wlilw> are »***»'% erroneous also, and 
tion of K' °T n ^ S ^ ° fthese identifications renders the identifiea- 
n of Kasia with Ku^anagaro highly improbable. 

H .° p0g ^ P y °f Ko 5»“**» * minutely described by Oiuen Tsian- 

t7ilh 7-° r , 7' A D ‘ 635 ‘ lfthe renmIns are tlu7 

h d J 0,t 7 ? D¥& ° a « ara ’ tI,en th ° village of Anradhwfi must 

nt tyT t0 7 °f X****** : * river must have 
eh uH th ? t VJ °° e and the fcl Kot; traces 

“^InnotlZ^thl^rtZrswtZnirthttoZmld b^l IS 

sri rf um ^ •**-—-xr:: 

T «f Hi!!!!' ‘S?? “ »** even when ruinous in the time 

^ t t 

CunnmgWs cs.in.ute (I, 77). Carlleyle's estimlw ofT/otet £ 

^ thT^r r*! 6 teigh ‘ i3 * b3,,rd Conwquenflythegl^Z 

Mr. Cnrlleyle, when EZZZzHZ Z!?n*£* T ° f Kl **«■*£ 

that the identifiestion ,vith “ !! !! V'. ’, ?', Cd < XVI11 ' 55 i 

lately eertuin. ” His reel reeZ fc !ti r * n C ““ U “ 0t bs “ id *0 le " b »“- 

tain is his " JC, “ n *“ nhsolutely cer- 

Buddha. fliscotery oi the colossal recumbent ststee of the Dying 

I ■ , Ur ; CarI ! eylC h " d before bim ‘he'voids ofHiuen Tsi,in~ -_-T! 1r .„ 

brick vthara, m which is a figure of the Nirvana of Tathr n ! her ° * " reat 

head to the north as if asleep. Bv the side of this „7* ”**** ^ 1S yin “ VT ‘ th h ‘ B 

B Sj a; plough in a ^ ^ 

tot ™^XZt S ZZ TsiZ ” T - the „„ the 

the i„ the !l0pe t J heom^-jrr ”r tUU ™ Ce « U « '"““"d near 
some remains of the famous statne"'(Xvin > 5!'i‘'i rt ' C r ?Z- , ‘ ,r !“^ hMe to bit U P°" 
ten feet he actually came on the thich 0 f fh r i ^ r *%giQgto the depth of about 
gradually c Ip „ 9 cd lhe *„ “” d b » 

he subsequently repaired and restored. 30 both of which 

grim, mu^TZZ' f sw’n,^R;‘! °^. f '', d Zr S T deSCril>Dd ^ tho Cb! ""S8 p3- 

proofofthe desired identification. The eoinoH^r^t^XdeZb 

i"g for a “ Nirvana statue,” his piekaxe should actually ', tr ik! ”!*»«»« bok. 
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Chinese pilgrim as “lying with his head to the north as if asleep,” Consequently, 
unless such an image existed at Ku^anagara only, tlie discovery of it could not pro ve the 
place where it was found to be Ku^nagara. But it is well known that the image of 
the djdtig Buddha was a favourite subject of Buddhist art from Kabul to Bannak. 
Several examples of it on a small scale are known among the Grteco-Human sculp¬ 
tures from the Yusufzai or Gandlura country, and I have elsewhere shown that the 
motive is copied from Grajco-Boman sarcophagi, 1 Colossal statues of the Dying 
Buddha are still numerous in Burnish, where they are known to occur more than 
100 feet in length, I am not aware of the discovery of any example, except the Kasia 
one, in India Proper, but it is extremely probable that such statues existed and that 
some of them will be found. Sir Alexander Cunningham has himself suggested that 
the so-called Nine-yard {naugaza) graves, which exist at Ajodhya and in many other 
places, and are variously ascribed to one of the patriarchs, or to some Mus&lman saint, 
mark the positions of colossal images of the Dying Buddha* * As Dr, Waddell observes, 
“such images were usual at great relic shrines,’* and the existence of one at Kasia no 
more proves that place to be the scene of Buddha's death, than the existence of one 
at Rangoon entities that city to claim the honour," 

•Or/Hn-fowim Intlnr'ift an I hi Civitimlteu. rf Antiiht Iwlia fjomrmnl, Jiialie Saeirtf of £ VolBm* IATII, 

l*,tf t 1,1800, 1*11. K, «hSi<t in ifen gninwlllUn Vontiatiiiipcn van ViHcMl A, Smith. din Vorl*£* iu <E*Mz Hfrfmck* 

fCaDtpoutton der ittn bailJIji^tinu^Min Kumt *?Um grleehifcflli* und iooiiadhc SofCOpll*[{KMl gcireMti/' {JL GruiLWedel* 
£unti *h Imdit », Ikfilu, JJsiiii, lUri)* 

*TtWi aWmllad M |rt1IS at four HI it Ed BOTtla of IMtlJjpUr 111 BeP^lt £( 5? ffflt loD£* All&tb«F 

.-1ttillikT tomb aiimi* a. ehL 3o wnth af UinJijpqr, (Lift it\ C\±fctlLWp IbOG* p* IU4.J A wyata tomH 

*iw isu lu tlw BgliLik dsiUwt aT the Panj Vti tfhnynfoghinfr XVJ, ltt7 )# 
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V.—CONSERVATION. 

Thr question will naturally be asked Granting that the situ of Ktigawigara has 
not yet been found, what holy place do the remains near KasiA correspond to, and are 
they worth preserving, although they do not mark the scene of Buddha’s death ? 

1 am not disposed to add another to the mass of rash and ill-considered identifi¬ 
cations which have done so much to obscure the study of early I ndian history, hut I may 
venture to say this much that, if the ruins near Knsia were visited by the Chinese pil¬ 
grims, they may mark the spot where a stupa was erected over the charcoal or 
ashes taken from Buddha's funeral pyre. Fa-hian ( I^gge, page 70) places tliis spot 
four yujanas east of the place where Buddha sent hack his horse. He gives m> 
description, but simply mentions "the charcoal tope, where there is also a monastery." 1 
Hiuen Tsiang is, ns usual, more communicative, and notes that — 

* % the mde of tho ashes fltSpa h an oM mtyU rJntt fin mastery], where there ate traces of 
the four former Buddhas, wlin sat and walked there. 

On the right liantl atid left of this convent then; are several hundred stipas, anmag which is 
one large one built by A pika TlSja ; although il is mostly in mins, yet its height is still about 1 (HI 
feet.” (Jleeords, II, 31.) 

The large Stupa on tho Mdthu Kuar hi K>'t may well be the Aplka stupa referred 
to. Its height was recently 58 feet, and Cunningham himself (I T 77) calculated that 
its original height was about 85 feet. It cannot possibly have been 150 feet high, ua 
(supposed by Carlleylo (XVIII, 80). Tho great stiipa of the Nirvana at Kuynnagara 
was 200 feet high, even w hen ruinous in Hiuen Twang's time. 

My plan actually shows 28 stupas, small ant! great, now visible at the Aof, and 
many more would certainly bo disclosed by excavation. It is very probable therefore that 
“several hundreds" once existed in the precincts. Anybody who has visited Buddha 
Gaya will understand how votive stupas are crowded round holy places. 2 The ruins of 
a monastery also exist on the Kilt. Though the suggestion that the remains near 
Kasia mark the site of the Charcoal Tope seeing to me plausible, it requires dis¬ 
cussion and verification, and is open to certain objections. I cannot at present insist 
on it. 

If it should prove correct, it will fix the site of Km-finngarn as lying to the north¬ 
east of KnsiiL across the Goudak either in tho Cbampfiran district north or north-north- 
cast of Bettiah, or in Nepal. Dr. Waddell has suggested LaunyA-Navandgarh, where 
there is an Apoka pillar, 13 miles north-north-west of Bettiah, as being the true site of 
Kufsmagara, But the materials for an exact determination are not at present available. 
The ancient sites in the northern p:irts of the Champfiran district along the old road 

■R*iU lh.il m«HHndfit tHtf * d A »^1 Tow«* H J>gg# cKIt ihmt ibe Chine* efcftJicLtr 3» Baftp? M-eanitrly 

tfetiH|i>r*4 hj th* wor4 “chAncvHL" KfmWt tju - 1 !i ton r -I w dhirbrna*,.” wbith U!tlU + v br titn YnHiQii Ml) Lrmns *\-c& 

,+ Ttuf Itam or ib* ChftKal* 1 ' 

r CBF!tiittHhiiim fI B 7Si fibitfFWI that tbf Ktif Lf JrSI, weh a euau= t| wouUl lisv*- l"een forn«! by IP tb« roln of i mji- 

Euitilsef &F ifuJiif'eRilc-cit bn5IHmif*» mcIb nap. ■floiirr «f tfppdf of nil llw^” w* t X VIJ1 P i7) :—" Jr tin c^i«e 

Df prti' £*E»ia!ai«vfltioBi l fiiRnd a ftotikeremfl n*wm1-<We &f Ttfry iVi*IibFlcSt wtUired oylt lh* wtem tail of 

moiitML rF flo *«mjF «er*nsl (.iAn imtl XX1 l r 
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from Patttliputra to Nepal seem to lx* very numerous, * 1 and no one knows wlmt is in 
Nepal 

Whatever ancient place the remains near Knsift may ultimately be identified with 
they are of much intrust and well worthy of conservation. 

I am cot aware of any equally well-preserved group of Buddhist remains i tl these 
provinces, and am ot opinion that the site near Kada would repay both excavation ;uid 
conservation. 3 

The measures required tor the conservation of the remains now exposed would h t < 
neither difficult nor expensive. 

Nothing can lie done for the Riinabhar Sffpc, It has been rent from top to 
bottom by the ill-judged excavations of Mr* Luius-den, 

Ihe Jfuthd knar ks kvt should he declared the property of Government It has 
been taken possession of by the Collector (Dr. Hoey) in an informal way, and nobody 
m allowed to remove bricks from it. J 

The great Ht&pa requires some slight repair to make Et safe. I would not attempt 
to restore it, but would simply keep what is left of it standing. 1 

The roof of the temple of the Dying Buddha leaks a little, and should bo mended 
The door also requires repair. 

The tiled roof put by Mr. Carl ley le on the antechamber has fallen in. It j 3 tiot 
necessary and need not be replaced. 

A Brahman, whom Mr. Carlleyle settled at the place, has erected a small Maha- 
d5o at the top of the steps, and derives a trifling income from offerings. He has also 
been allowed to build himself a good house and make gardens on the mound, as shown 
in my plan. 

He might be kept on as watchman at lis. 4 a month, and, if necessary, bis house 
and garden could lie cleared away, a small sum being paid us compensation The 
bungalow and but built by Mr. Carlleyle should be cleared away, if excavations am 
undertaken ; but the bungalow, with some repair, would be useful during excavation, and 
need not be cleared away till the last. 

A very small sum, say Rs. 100, would suffice fur the trifling repairs to the stupa, 
etc., which arc at present required. 

The following inscription on a slab let into the wall behind the Dying Buddha 
was set up by Mr. Carlleyle ;— 

“ TllLi t-<unoufl temple of the Nirvana of Buddha were discovered, andaloog with the 

adjoining rt&pa, excavated and the statue (which was found broken and nattered into numberless 
fragments} was entirely reconstructed, repaired and restored, and the (amplealso repaired mid routed 
in by — 


KrsT.vASAjiA, 

March 1877. J 


A. C. CARLLEYLE, 

Assistant Archaeological Surveyor, 

Arvhffiolofjioal Survey of India." 


Wlwp M*ptirl 4 + XVII, 47 W. VjIMttrmiilftaikvlmiliriir 

Irotu tkxtl™ndu. " " ^ ■» w to bt u^U m flfvbftbJj tfeai 1 ill* u ji|*r ftjur-o of the *ud rUjoi forty 

I »ix s!*pa at m$r* ptrfettj but \ht grfcup of reip^JU asm K^i h itWrt tulrrtidng, nud kit daOMgtj]* 
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Patent direction. If umltrtot ^7^^ * ff'“ ite P U1 T^ and under com- 

n-nd to n„ 4 ",r :“ 0U 'J tt", to bcsiu mth *• 

nature. I think it is „ ££ pI " b AoM be *«"> «"«■% sn „ to show it. 

«H* dmnt Sgjnal°g“ui°d S " M ^ »" “* «* and north 

which might come to light ^ P reserviri g any votive stupas, etc,. 

The excavation shouJd then be continued along the north side of th* 

(D) so as to completely expose its walls anti th* in* i . f 1 mo ™stery 

should bo carried sufficiently for to disclose ita ,17 TfcT*. 1 "* of tlle munnstery 

temple ot the Dying Buddha should also be cleared .„d iffimi ^ 

between the temple and themonaa**™ h ti i ’ , d the space 

be left to the last and sufHe t i ° U , °* >eilec! out. The southern side should 

r«o ri ,o o, them r r g ^ ssz wlh 


Kfifemice, 


1 TiKnr t largC , b, - k ^- l n danwta, 

R,irfl* tBty ’ beginning fa,. \ ltm - 
Bnddh, ,iy« ( rttinto Jkddkam t,Mk*u„e 
Human boom ami charred Jb22? ... 

El SiJrfSfV^ 0 of Buddha in the *tti- 
[jfejf taU?llmg ' lW(J feet **"> uicie-H in 

I frHls Jind rcnis 

! 7^ indarfe^i^blue 

Siniil] sitting figure of woman, called Maya 

b t C « ^ ,n dark greenish (stone 
Small broken figure of Vianu .. 

■TjP 1 M 


I V4!* u .^J >1 S,. , !^ r !j?*yor/e P xvirr, sei 

?/ 
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n Z fijJS* of sculptured canopy 
anrtlrame ofn small statue; contain in Jl 

^m^rerepnescanuionoftha Dying Jimi 

Ion * °»>d living rfmains 

tile n !l c - pt,<>11 0n the back, including 
thenatnc^r^trtwya. 

•‘SritSS- * W**- »“ B-Odkbx 

• recti in medimva] character on hack, 

Pre.dc figure b rt„t-rel» rai ... J ^ 

- No. 0. 


’ ■ liJ ' lu iwnpic near seated 
etntue called mm Kuar. 

.Antechamber of temple of 
Dying Bui It 1 ha. 

At north-on ~t comer of imtnd- 
a tion of plinth of great ttitj.e,, 

Es*t of great tlupa 

Ditto 

Embedded in wall inside ante- 
chamher of temple. 

South side_ of great mound. 

( A os, 5-7, saM to hare been 
"carefully fixed inside the 
^ temple.’ 1 ) 

South tide of temple 


-A. » J ( i, oo i . 

XXI r, id I* 
XVIII. 62 

Ditto 


Ditto 
I Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


67 

67 

67 

67 

68 


Inside a small votive tt&na 
to south. 


efnpo ehwe to 


Ditto 68, <53, and 

XXH, Biate IV. 


Ditto XVHI, 

XXU ’ J>late 

Ditto, XVIir, 70. 
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Object. 


Where found. 


Reference, 


11 


12 

13 

14 

15 

lb 


£ma 1( copperplate, about l" inscribed 

with Buddhist creed In characters mp- 
pifHjd by Curthyle be nf 5ih century. 
1 ehrmld refer the character* nfl ibt lu ibe 
ttth or 8th contuij. 

Twenty teriaoutta seals, or votive tablets, 
wiili' Buddhist creed in chamctera nf later 
date. ^ 

Ornu mentally carved huge bricks* with beau¬ 
tiful devices- 

Tcrracoltn seal* or votive tablets 

Aah and charcoal ■ + r + ■■ *H 

Two pots of cowries 


In deep excavation in front of 
temple of Dying Buddha. 


Beporti, XVIll t 70, 
and XXII, Plate 

IV. 


At back of temple 


Ditto, XVIII, 70 


In core of great atupv 

In Ratunbhar ^iupa (during 
Mr. Lumsdep** excavation). 
In barrows •*» 

In temple adjoining Heated 
statue of Math a Kuar, 


Dhto P 

74 

Ditto, 

75 

Ditto* 

94 

Nut mentioned 

by 

CuQeyle. The g&- 

rat( mid he 


them found. 



This list proves that inscriptions exist in the ruins, and raises reasonable hopes 

that some record may be found which will definitely determine the identification of the 


spot. 

I think that it would be worth while to undertake excavations. If the Kot is 
proved to be the Charcoal Tope, or any other place visited by the Chinese pilgrims, the 
determination will be most valuable, and will go a long way towards settling the posi■ 
tione of Kapilavastu, Kufanagara, and all the intermediate stages. 

At present no point on the pilgrims’ route between QravasH and Vaisalt has been 
determined. 

All the identifications made by Cunningham and Carlleyle, which all depend on 
erroneous identifications of Kapilavastu and Kuyanagara, are demonstrably wrong. 


11A July, 1896. 


V. A. SMITH. 


C *TALoo, 
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